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Abstract 
The tourism in general and rural tourism with it were influenced by social, economic and legislative factors, 
sometimes for development sometimes for regression. In this paper we will analyze the evolution of the main indicators 
by which we can characterize the evolution and rural tourism activity in the region Crişana, namely:  number of 
accommodation units in rural areas, number of places, number of arrivals in accommodation, number of overnight 
stays and length of stay. 
Data for the analysis were obtained from the County of Statistics Arad, Bihor, Salaj and Hunedoara of Tempo 
databases online, where the above mentioned indicators are presented for the period 1990-2010 for each locality, by 
type of accommodation. 
The work is part of a package of two papers, and in this paper we will refer only to the evolution of number of 
accommodation units in rural areas and number of places. 
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1.Introduction 
 
The 1990 – 2010 period can be characterized in several ways, namely: social, economic, legislative. From a 
social perspective we can analyze population change in mentality with the transition from a socialist system, after the 
events of December 1989. From an economic perpective we can note the decline and even disappearance of the big 
industrial  factories,  the  atomization  of  the  economic  agents  with  the  appearance  of  a  large  number  of  small  and 
medium-sized companies, changing the production relations, the emergence of   modern, advanced and automated 
machines and the emergence of the financial crisis in 2008. From a legislative perspective we have to analyze the 
amount of specific laws and alignment to the European Union both before 2007 and after integration. 
Tourism in general and rural tourism with it were influenced by all aspects presented in terms of development 
and sometimes because of regress. 
In this paper we will analyze the evolution of the main indicators by which we can characterize the rural 
tourism  activity  in  the  region  Crişana  namely:  number  of  accommodation  units  in  rural  areas;  number  of  rooms; 
number of arrivals in accommodation; number of overnight stays; length of stay. 
Data for the analysis was obtained from the Institute of Statistics Arad, Bihor, Salaj Hunedoara from the 
Tempo-online  databases,  where  the  above-mentioned  indicators  are  presented  for  the  period  1990-2010  for  each 
locality, by type of accommodation. 
 
2. The evolution of the accommodation structures 
 
From the statistical databases we selected only the cities from rural areas. Since the resort towns or resorts 
influence could lead to obtaining indicators that could distort the image distribution business in the territory, for some 
indicators we will analyze both the influence resorts and without their influence.  
Official statistics for the number of accommodation units for Crişana region during 1990-2010 are  presented 
in Table 1. 
 
Table nr. 1. Official statistics for the number of accommodation units  
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
 
Year  1990  1991  1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998 
accommodation 
structures  101  83  77  76  77  85  85  88  83 
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Table nr. 1. ( continuation ) Official statistics for the number of accommodation units  
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010 
87  88  82  83  92  102  105  104  100  113  138  151 
 
For a faster view of the evolution we made the graph from the Fig.1. 
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Fig.1. The trend of accommodation in Crişana region with resorts 
Source: made by author based on the data www.insse.ro 
From fig.1 can see a sudden decrease, with approximately 20% in the first year of analysis, followed by 
stagnation between 80 and 90 accommodation units, structures. The sudden decrease at the beginning of the analyzed 
period is caused by closure of several structures especially in resorts, Moneasa and Sanmartin, namely 4 and 7 units of 
accommodation units. In the period 2003-2006 there is a moderate and relatively steady increase to 100-105 structures, 
then there is a consistent growth of 50% during 2007-2010. This increase is justified by: 
- stimulate investors to access EU funds, grants or partially reimbursable by cutting red tape to access these 
funds by providing loans with lower interest rates and longer periods for repayment [1]; 
- the emergence of the financial crisis that caused a change in tourists behavior and their orientation to the 
rural tourism, where prices for accommodation and other services are lower than for the established resorts; 
  A large contribution to this increase is due to settlements Vladimirescu 3 units of accommodation, Moneasa 5 
units and Taut, 7 units, all in Arad county, Sanmartin village with 8 units in Bihor and Boghiş with 8 units, in Salaj. 
Because the influence is quite consistent resorts, which have led to an increase in annual mean values of about 
65%,  we  will  present  the  situation  without  the  influence  from  the  resorts.  (Note:  the  average  annual  value  isn’t 
suggestive in the analysis, but was used only mathematically to show the influence of the resorts). 
In the 2. table  we presented the  number of the accomodation  units  in situation  without resorts The data 
presented were represented in the graph in fig.2. Comparing the values with and without the influence of resorts we 
have a constant difference of 50-65%. 
Table nr. 2. The number of the accomodation units in situation without resorts  
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
Year  1990  1991  1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998 
Accommodation 
structures  53  46  40  40  40  47  55  58  53 
Table nr. 2. ( continuation ) The number of the accomodation units in situation without resorts  
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010 
56  57  51  51  56  59  61  59  57  77  92  95 
Evolution is about the same, a decrease by about 25% since 1990, a 50-60 units comeback and a consistent 
growth by 2010, with 66% compared to 2007. This later increase occurred because of substantial investments in Arad 
county (important in Vladimirescu and Taut) and Salaj, more in Boghiş village, where in the last 5 years there have 
been increases of 120% and respectively 300%. 
By extrapolation, with a ratio of correlation R2 = 0.9121, we established the relationship that represents the 
closest in terms of the development of this indicator, a 4th order polynomial equation. 
 
99 , 59 746 . 11 5636 . 2 1917 , 0 0048 , 0
2 3 4          x x x x y     1. 
 
In the 3 figure there are presented shares of the counties in the Crisana region for 1990-2010. If Hunedoara 
county has the same share, 9% and Salaj has a small decrease, Arad county  and Bihor have consistent, but opposite 
evolutions. Bihor has a decrease from 51% to 39%, and Arad county has an increase from 23% to 39%. This evolution 
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of shares is due to a spectacular growth in the number of units in Arad county, with 120% in the year 2010 compared to 
2006 and at the same time is caused by stagnation in Bihor.  
y = 0,0048x
4 - 0,1917x
3 + 2,5636x
2 - 11,746x + 59,99
R
2 = 0,9121
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Fig.2. Evolution number of accommodation structures in Crisana region, without resorts 
Source: made by author based on the data www.insse.ro 
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Fig.3. The shares counties  AR,BH,HD and SJ in ensemble accommodation structures,without resorts 
Source: made by author based on the data www.insse.ro 
 
3.The evolution of the places  
 
Number of places in the accommodation rural accommodation units including the resorts shown in the table. 
3. 
Table nr. 3. Number of places in the accommodation rural units including the resorts (thousand).  
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
Year  1990  1991  1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998 
No. places  14,3  12,1  11,1  11  11,5  11,8  11,6  12,1  11,8 
Table nr. 3. (continuation) Number of places including the resorts (thousand).  
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010 
11,8  11,6  11,6  10,8  11,2  11,2  11,2  10,7  10,2  10,1  9,9  9,8 
  The data above are shown in the graph in figure 4.  
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Fig.4. Evolution places in Crisana region 
Source: made by author based on the data www.insse.ro 
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As expected, due to a decrease of approximately 20% of accommodation units in the first two years after 
1990, there is a 22% decrease in the number of places. Follows a stationary until 2004-2005 and then a decrease with  
annual low rates until 9800 places for the end of the analyzed period. 
As in the analysis of accommodation,  with and  without  resorts,  we see a very large share of the resorts 
contribution, when the number of accommodation is approximately 200% greater than without their influence. 
  In the 4 table we presented the number of places in the accomodation units in the rural area, without the 
influence of the resorts.  
Table nr. 4. The number of places without the influence of the resorts. 
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
Year  1990  1991  1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998 
No. places  4425  3892  3495  3516  3739  4224  4078  4390  4124 
Table nr. 4. ( continuation ). The number of places without the influence of the resorts. 
Source : www.insse.ro (tempo-online databases ) 
1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010 
4085  4134  4055  3617  3685  3830  3818  3423  3277  3490  3693  3379 
 
y = -179,45Ln(x) + 4214,9
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Fig.5. Evolution of places in Crisana region, without resorts 
Source: made by author based on the data www.insse.ro 
Because the graph in the 5 figure is almost the same with the 4 figure (with the influence of the resort), we 
conclude that the evolution in one direction or the other, meanning the decrease or increase, is given by the influence of 
both stations, and other villages. 
For  the  graph  in  the  5  figure,  we  set,  corresponding  to  a  ratio  of  correlation  R
2  =  0.189,  the  following 
regression equation: (represented by dotted line) 
9 , 4214 ) ln( 45 , 179    x y        2. 
We also set the trend for development for next year, 2011, where we see that which under normal conditions, 
without shocks of economic, social or legislative reasons, as a matter of fact, as it was in 2011, will maintain the 
accommodation places around 3500-3600. 
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Fig.6. The shares of counties AR,BH,HD and SJ in ensemble places, without resorts 
Source: made by author based on the data www.insse.ro 
  In the 6 figure we represented the share of each county, in the total of the accomodation places, in the Crisana 
region, without the influence of the resorts, for the 1990-2010 period. To observe the share evolution for each county, 
the increase from 25% to 30% for Arad county and from 42% to 58% for Bihor, and the decrease from 13% to 2% for 
Hunedoara county and from 20% to 10% for Salaj, in the 5 table we present the situation with the villages that have a 
bigger influence. 
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Table nr. 5. Villages from Crisana region 
Source: made by author based on the data www.insse.ro 
 
County 
Share in year (%)   
Village 
Number places 
1990  2010  1990  2010 
 
Arad 
 
25 
 
30 
Vladimirescu  18  116 
Hălmagiu  0  25 
Tauţ  0  204 
 
Bihor 
 
42 
 
58 
Bulz  458  634 
Mădăraş  15  52 
Roşia  0  100 
 
Hunedoara 
 
13 
 
2 
Bulzeştii de Sus  80  0 
Ilia  88  0 
Vaţa de Jos  405  8 
 
Sălaj 
 
20 
 
10 
Bobota  22  0 
Nuşfalău  588  0 
Valcău de Jos  100  0 
 
4.Conclusions 
 
As expected, after 1990, rural tourism  has  grown increasingly  more. In  most rural tourist potential areas 
appeared much pension offers tourists an alternative to classic tourism. Until 2008, year of installation economic crisis 
and the number of pensions and places have increased year by year. Only after 2009 appears stagnation following 
economic crisis. 
More acceptable prices of services in rural guesthouses and conditions offered by rural people will continue to 
represent the main reasons why many tourists will be targeted for such services at the expense of the great classic and 
famous tourism resorts. 
Following the analysis made for the selected indicators we can attest the following: 
  The  evolution  of  the  number  for  the  accomodation  units  shows  a  decrease  after  1990  with  ~25%, 
followed by a comeback at around 50-60 units and a steady increase until 2010, with 66% more than in 2007. This last 
increase was possible due to the substantial investments in the counties of Arad (mainly in Vladimirescu and Taut) and 
Salaj, mainly in Boghis, where, in the last 5 years there were 120%, for Arad and 300%, for Salaj, increases. 
  In terms of the number of accommodation units, places, as expected from changes in the number of 
accommodation, structures, due to decrease by about 20% of housing units in the first two years after 1990, there is 
also a decrease of 22% for the places. Follows a stationary until 2004-2005 and then a small decrease in the annual rate 
up to 3600-3700 places/year although the number of accommodation units grew to the end period. This is explained by 
the fact that most of the accommodation units occurring after 2007-2008 have fewer places. Therefore smaller pensions 
laces, reducing the average number of beds in accommodation unit. 
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